
Newsletter: Part One

T    he letters exchanged between 
    Clara Roberts and August Baker 
        were found in a small keepsake 
box four miles from the former site of  
the Carlyle Inn, along with a journal and 
a collection of  various trinkets. The let-
ters were chosen for inclusion in our 
story due to the depth of  their humanity, 
as well as their grounding in important 
detailsdetails about life in early Carlyle - a life 
shaped by the presence of  a stop on the 
Leavenworth, Lawrence, & Galveston       

Railroad, which ran through the center 
of  the failed town hub, just a short dis-
tance from Clara Roberts’s Inn. 

   In spite of  the railroad station 
giving it entrance to the country at large, 
Carlyle reaped few of  the benefits that 
often came with such easy access. When 
a natural gas boom boosted the economy 
of  Allen County in 1895, this fresh busi-
ness settled in nearby Iola and other 
citiecities, leaving Carlyle unimproved. And 
other industries were much the same. 
They merely passed through Carlyle, on

  

their way to some other place. This can 
be seen, as well, in the unfortunately 
poor state of  Clara Roberts’s business. 
With little reason to travel to the town, 
Carlyle found short supply of  guests to 
keep inns or stores afloat.

      August Baker was very much an 
anomaly, and his stay in Carlyle remains, 
in part, a mystery. He died in Hannibal, 
Missouri in 1912, but little is known 
about his life between 1895 and his 
death. As of  yet, no further writings in 
his hand have been discovered, aside
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Leavenworth, Lawrence, & Galveston Railroad, photographed 1867. Courtesy of  Getty Open Content.
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from his letters to Clara Roberts. One 
might assume that August had come to 
Allen County to take advantage of  the 
burgenoning boom in natural gas sites. 
This would account for his frequent ab-
sences from the inn. He likely would’ve 
spent his days, and presumably nights, 
ggoing from place to place in solitary 
search for the next great natural gas field. 
His long hours may have been the result 
of  ambition or desperation. But without

further information, this explanation of  
August Baker’s behavior remains specu-
lation. What is known, however, is that 
no further names were logged in Clara 
Roberts’s ledger for the remainder of  
1895. She may have sold additional wares 
to bolster her finances, though no surviv-
ing records reflect this. And so Carlyle 
proceeded through the year with little to 
no visitation from the rest of  the country. 
It was a quiet farm life.  

Next Week

      On Part 2 of  That’d Be Revival, we 
will take a closer look at the economic 
and geographic realities of  farm living in 
Kansas, as it compared to the country as 
a whole. By compiling several disparate 
accounts, Part 2 sets the stage for a 
deeper understanding of  Carlyle, Kansas 
in 1895.in 1895.
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A bridge in Kansas. Courtesy of  Getty Open Content.
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Map of  Leavenworth, Lawrence, & Galveston Railroad created during the 1870s.
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Scan of  a letter from Clara Roberts to August Baker, written June 30th, 1895. 


