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H    oward Henley died on  November  
    1, 1895. He was survived by his   
    children, Pearl Henley of  San 
Francisco, California, Linus Henley of  
Abilene, Texas, and Simon Henley of  
Carlyle, Kansas. He was preceded in 
death by Nannie Henley (née Morgan), 
his wife ohis wife of  27 years, who died in 1892.

   The notebooks that comprise the 
transcription of  Howard Henley’s death-
bed account were recovered near the site 
of  the old Carlyle town center. It is un-
clear who kept them, or what, if  anything, 
happened to the Henley residence follow-
ing Howard’s death. One can assume that 
Howard’s children were contacted about 
their father’s passing and the state of  his 
affairs, though no record exists of  their 
arrival in Carlyle after his death. The town 
itself  would have been left without a 
doctor, necessitating travel to Iola or Flor-
ence and marking another step in Carlyle’s 
decline.

Healing on the Plains

A mortar and pestle recovered from the old Carlyle site, on display
at the Allen County Archive of  Kansan History.
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When Howard Henley arrived in Carlyle, 
however, the burgeoning settlement had 
not yet faced the setbacks and negative 
word-of-mouth that would eventually 
draw new settlers to Iola and Florence as 
Carlyle remained half-formed. In the 
summer of  1865, Howard departed the 
statestate of  Pennsylvania, where he had lived 
since birth, and traveled westward with 
Maude Piper and William Piper, Jr, both 
of  whom also sought a new start after 

the Civil War and would ultimately make 
their home near Florence. William Piper, 
Sr. had been a close friend to Howard 
and served with him in the Union Army 
before being killed in battle. Perhaps 
Howard sensed an opportunity and fol-
lowed the Pipers, or perhaps he too felt 
discomfodiscomfort in living in a region so recent-
ly ripped apart by bloodshed. The partic-
ulars of  this decision are unmentioned in 
the deathbed account, which takes on

greater urgency and importance given 
that there is no evidence of  Howard ever 
having kept a journal.

      Nannie Henley, however, was 
much more prolific in writing and main-
taining records of  her business and her 
thoughts. Upon settling in Carlyle, her 
courtship with Howard was swift, and 
they were married in April 1866, less than 
a year after meeting for the first time.

Healing on the Plains (Cont’d)

Family and horse-drawn wagon, circa 1870s. Courtesy of  Getty Open Content.
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Nannie matched Howard in good humor 
but possessed a practicality that made her 
invaluable in Carlyle. While the Henleys 
would purchase medicinal supplies in 
Florence or Iola, they made many mix-
tures, creams, and other treatments 
themselves. Nannie had lived in Chicago 
priorprior to settling in Kansas, and likely 
brought a city doctor’s skill set to the 
plains, where rural doctors were often 
strapped for resources and regularly 
faced long odds in treating debilitating ill-
nesses or performing surgery. As such, 
Nannie eschewed treatments such as 
bloodletting and the use of  opiates, and 
passed her skepticism for miraculous 
cure-alls on to her patients, who kept 
themselves in good health under Nan-
nie’s watchful eye.

   Daniel Atwater, close friend of  the 
Henleys, wrote in 1890 that “[They] are 
good folk, steadfast and unimpressive in 
that there is no mystery about them [...] a 
finer couple you can scarcely see

anywhere else and all the more remark-
able that they never seem to bear the 
weight of  disillusionment that others 
here do.” As they always had, the Henleys 
looked on Carlyle with optimism instead 
of  despair, and encouraged young people 
in the town to keep a similar outlook. 
TTheir correspondence with their children 
is accordingly warm, as several exchanges 
between Howard, Nannie, and Pearl (liv-
ing in San Francisco at the time) were 
found along with Howard’s dictated 
memoir. Most of  these documents de-
scribe quotidian events in Carlyle, accom
panied with eager questions about life in 
California (or, in Linus’s case, Texas).* 
There were few changes in Howard and 
Nannie’s home life or business until 
1892. Following Nannie’s death, Howard 
assumed most of  her duties, though 
more complicated treatments were be-
grudgingly left to doctors elsewhere in 
Allen County.
_____
*These letters are publicly accessible at the 
Allen County Archive of  Kansan History.

He hired Nell Curtis, who was eighteen 
in 1895, to act as his assistant, and part of  
the deathbed transcriptions are written in 
her hand. The exact number of  witnesses 
is unknown, as several pages seem to be 
missing from the account. Howard’s 
fever left him bedridden on October 25, 
andand it is likely that over the course of  the 
next week, one or more of  his visitors 
departed with the pages in hand -- pages 
full of  memories called back from over a 
prairie horizon that still presented possi-
bility to Howard Henley, even at the end 
of  his life.

Next Week

      In Part 4 of  That’d Be Revival, you 
will hear the unaltered voice of  Lillian St. 
Andrew, a Carlyle resident whose lonely 
interaction with a phonograph provides a 
curious perspective on belief  and tech-
nology.
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Instructions for wound care, handwritten by Nannie Henley

on the back of  a Western Union Telegraph Company slip,

on display atthe Allen County Archive of  Kansan History.

“...Reduce weight on leg with provided crutch. 

Change dressing twice daily; apply balm [illegible].”

Howard Henley’s military pension card, circa 1881.
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A copy of  The Doctor’s Speaking Tube and Other Poems by Katharine Dooris Sharp, circa 1904, and the titular poem,

on display at the Allen County Archive of  Kansan History.
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A copy of  The Doctor’s Speaking Tube and Other Poems by Katharine Dooris Sharp, circa 1904, and the titular poem,

on display at the Allen County Archive of  Kansan History.


